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BREAKTHROUGH IN BURMA
Memoirs of a Revolution, 1956-1946
by Ba Maw

In the long struggle for Burmese inde-
pendence from British rale, Dr. Ba
Maw was the key figure, the man who
developed the ideology, planned and
implemented the campaign, and mold-
ed disparate groups into an effective
political force. These mempirs not only
give us an inside view of the revolution
he led but provide the most complete
account of Burma's role in World War
11, No other Southeast Asian leader
has published a comparible descrip-
tion of the events of that period.

As the author says in his Preface, it
was during these years that “the seeds
of the Burmese future were sown . . .
[seeds] that have exploced into the
harvest the country is reaping at pres-
ent, for better or for worse.” A knowl-
edge of the wartime story is vital to an
understanding of Burma roday and, in-
deed, to a complete perception of to-
day's events throughout Southeast Asia.

Tracing the rise of Burmese nation-
alism from British colonial days
through the Japanese cccupation of
Burma and the final achievement of
independence, Dr. Ba Maw presents a
vast panorama of the men and the
events that made up the drama of those
years, Modern Burmese _caders, all at
one time or another influenced by Dr.
Ba Maw, began their careers during
this era: Bo Aung San, who became a
martyr and national hero; Bo Yan
Naing, now one of the Jeaders of the
National Liberation Council fighting
the present military regime: Bo Ne
Win, head of that regime; Thakin
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Than Tun, head of the Burma Com.
munist Party, also fighting the Ne Win
regime; former Premier U Nu and
many others.

The Emperor of Japan; Premier
Tojo; General lida, the conqueror of
Burma; Bo Mogyo (Colonel Suzuki),
creator of the Burma Independence
Army; President Laurel of the Philip-
pines; Netaji Bose, head of the Provi-
sional Government of Free India—all
are in these pages.

Perhaps most importantly, Dr. Ba
Maw reveals the frustrations of a peo-
ple under foreign rule, their intense
nationalist lcngings, and their desper-
ate acceptance of assistance from any
ally who would deliver them from de-
cades of exploitation and impotence.

An admirer of Western concepts of
democracy and justice, Dr. Ba Maw is
an outstanding example of the Asian
revolutionary leader of thase times,
with a cosmopolitan intellectualism
and style of living. Educated at Cam-
bridge University and admitted to the
British Bar, he was also the first
Burmese to receive a doctorate abroad
{Bordeaux University, 1g24). He enter-
ed public life as chief defense coun-
sel lor Saya San and other leaders of the
great peasan: rebellion, becoming ac-
tive in national politics shortly there-
after. He was the first Prime Minister
of Burma (:937-1939), and the frst
Head of State of independent Burma.

He retived from active politics in
1656, but bezause of his own political
prominence and imfluence and Bo Yan
Naing's role in the National Libera-
tion Council, Dr. Ba Maw and his
daughter, Tinsa Maw Naing, were ar-
ested in May 1666, and have been im-
prisoned ever since,
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